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1999-2000 DROPOUTS BY GRADE
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A dropout is defined as an individual who meets the following criteria: 1) was enrolled in school (grades 7-12) at some time during the previous school year, 2) was not enrolled at the beginning of the current 
school year, 3) has not graduated or completed an approved educational program, 4) did not transfer to another LEA, private school, federal or state-approved educational program, 5) was not absent due to 
suspension or school-approved illness, or death.  The dropout rate is calculated by dividing the number of dropouts by accumulative enrollment.  
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                                     FACT SUMMARY: (Based on National Data*)

u Over the last 10 years, the percentage of young adults completing high school has been relatively stable for whites and blacks. During the same period, 
the percentage completing high school through an alternative to a regular diploma has increased, with 1999 alternative completion rates of about 9 to 11 
percent for white, black, and Hispanic young adults.

u In 1999, young adults living in families with incomes in the lowest 20 percent of all family incomes were five times as likely as their peers from families in 
the top 20 percent of the income distribution to drop out of high school.

u Although dropout rates were highest among students age 19 or older, about two-thirds (67.3 percent) of the current-year dropouts were ages 15 through 
18; moreover, about two-fifths (43.2 percent) of the 1999 dropouts were ages 15 through 17.

Reasons For Dropping Out

63

3

17

15

293

3

48

11

27

26

683

17

312

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

LEFT AFTER REACHING COMPULSORY AGE OF ATTENDANCE

MARRIED

WAS EXPELLED AND DID NOT RETURN TO ANY SCHOOL

PREGNANCY

WITHDREW, NO TRANSCRIPT REQUESTED

ENLISTED IN ARMED SERVICES

LEFT FOR FAMILY REASONS

LEFT FOR FINANCIAL REASONS

LEFT FOR SOCIAL REASONS

LEFT FOR ACADEMIC REASONS

EXCEEDED ALLOWABLE ABSENCES

LEFT FOR MEDICAL REASONS

LEFT SCHOOL-REASON NOT SPECIFIED


